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Now Available in Research.gov: Three New Proposal Types and
Proposal Withdrawal Functionality
March 26, 2021
Effective March 22, the National Science Foundation (NSF) enabled three new proposal types in the Research.gov
Proposal Submission System and in the recently launched Research.gov Proposal Preparation Demo Site. These are the
Facilitation Awards for Scientists and Engineers with Disabilities (FASED), Equipment, and Travel proposal types.
New automated compliance checks and associated error and warning messages for these proposal types were also
implemented. In addition, proposal withdrawal functionality was added for both single submission (with or without subawards) and separately submitted collaborative proposals from multiple organizations. New training resources have also
been added to the Research.gov About Proposal Preparation and Submission page.
FASED, Equipment, and Travel Proposals
•

Proposers can now select a FASED, Equipment, or Travel proposal type in the Research.gov Proposal Submission
System proposal setup wizard, in addition to the existing Research.gov proposal type options:
o

Research

o

Rapid Response Research (RAPID)

o

Early-concept Grants for Exploratory Research (EAGER)

o

Research Advanced by Interdisciplinary Science and Engineering (RAISE)

•

All supported proposal types are available in the Research.gov Proposal Preparation Demo Site.

•

New automated compliance checks for FASED, Equipment, and Travel proposal types have been added to
Research.gov and are listed on the Research.gov Automated Proposal Compliance Checks for Proposals dated
March 22, 2021 on the Automated Compliance Checking of NSF Proposals page.
o

•

A reminder: Error messages prohibit proposal submission to NSF, whereas warning messages still permit
proposal submission.

Refer to the Proposal & Award Policies & Procedures Guide (PAPPG) (NSF 20-1) for FASED, Equipment, and
Travel proposal requirements.

Proposal Withdrawal Functionality
•

Proposing organizations can now withdraw both single submission (with or without sub-awards) and separately
submitted collaborative proposals from multiple organizations in Research.gov.

•

Organizations no longer need to contact the NSF Help Desk to initiate Research.gov proposal withdrawal actions.

•

A new Proposal Withdrawal section has been added to the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) on the
Research.gov About Proposal Preparation and Submission page left navigation menu.

•

Refer to PAPPG Chapter IV.A. for proposal withdrawal requirements.

Training Resources
•

New and updated system-related FAQs by topic are available on the Research.gov About Proposal Preparation
and Submission page left navigation menu.

•

A new 16-minute Research.gov proposal demo video has been added to the Research.gov About Proposal
Preparation and Submission page Video Tutorials section.
o

•

The video highlights key proposal preparation steps including:
▪

Setting up a proposal

▪

Uploading a document and compliance messaging

▪

Preparing Proposal File Update/Budget Revisions

A new How-to Guides section has been added to the Research.gov About Proposal Preparation and
Submission page left navigation menu. The initial topic-specific guide is posted, and new guides will be added to
this section going forward.
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New NIH Requirements May 2021
March 26, 2021
Effective May 25, 2021, NIH requires the following:
•

Supporting documentation, which includes copies of contracts, grants or any other agreement specific to
senior/key personnel foreign appointments and/or employment with a foreign institution for all foreign
activities and resources that are reported in Other Support. If the contracts, grants or other agreements are not
in English, recipients must provide translated copies.

•

Immediate notification of undisclosed Other Support. When a recipient organization discovers that a PI or other
Senior/Key personnel on an active NIH grant failed to disclose Other Support information outside of Just-in-Time
or the RPPR, as applicable, the recipient must submit updated Other Support to the Grants Management
Specialist named in the Notice of Award as soon as it becomes known.

Specific Changes to Biosketch Instructions – Updates
Specific changes are below. As a normal matter of business, NIH will incorporate the changes into the NIH Application
Form Instructions within the next forms update by FY 2022.
1. Personal Statement updated to read:
Briefly describe why you are well-suited for your role(s) in this project. Relevant factors may include: aspects of your
training; your previous experimental work on this specific topic or related topics; your technical expertise; your
collaborators or scientific environment; and/or your past performance in this or related fields, including ongoing and
completed research projects from the past three years that you want to draw attention to (previously known as
research support).
2. Positions, Scientific Appointments, and Honors updated to read:
List in reverse chronological order all positions and scientific appointments both domestic and foreign, including
affiliations with foreign entities or governments. This includes titled academic, professional, or institutional
appointments whether or not remuneration is received, and whether full-time, part-time, or voluntary (including

adjunct, visiting, or honorary). High school students and undergraduates may include any previous positions. For
individuals who are not currently located at the applicant organization, include the expected position at the applicant
organization and the expected start date.
For more information, click here for more information.
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